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but eye witnesses, and have compared them one with the 
other ; and I cannot doubt the truth of the incidents, hav- 
ing been related to me in a manner agreeing in particulars 
and details. The labourers of Peter Manson, a fanner, be- 
ing at work in the field, were the first who observed the 
phenomenon, and as it continued so long, all the people in 
the village were gradually observing it ; it therefore could 
not be an illusion, possibly affecting one or other individual. 
I leave it to the genius of m6re skilful and able men, to 
unfold the causes of (his occurrence ; but as an hypothesis 
may be hazarded, without being censured, it may be sup- 
posed, that perhaps a sfrong gust of wind, (coup de vent) 
from some mountainous or woody tracts, or regions at a dis- 
tance, had loosened, collected and carried along with it, some 
probably vegetable substances of a jelly-like nature, which, 
in passing through the air, having incorporated some addi- 
tional matter by a chemical union therewith, formed them- 
selves into thin globular masses, or by the effect of the air 
and wind, were formed into bubbles, which became percep- 
tible to the eye by the sun's light. But, why did the sun 
lose his brightness ? and how could this innumerable quan- 
tity of such a soapy and jellied substance, be generated or 
produced in one place ? 
July Wh, 1808. 



for the north-american journal. 

Sir, 

You have already noticed Taylor's Sermons lately 
republished here, but I request you to print the enclosed 
extract, from the sermon preached at the funeral of the 
Lord Primate. I have read these sermons with such 
delight, that I think the attention of the publick should be 
called towards them, till these admirable efforts of genius 
and pietv are universally known. 

To the" Editor. 

" Presently it came to pass, that men were no longer 
ashamed of the cross, but it was worn upon breasts, printed 
in the air, drawn upon foreheads, carried upon banners, put 
upon crowns imperial ; presently it came to pass, that the 
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religion of the despised Jesus did infinitely prevail ; a 
religion that taught men io be meek and humble, apt to 
receive injuries, but unapt Io do any ; a religion that gave 
countenance to the poor and pitiful, in a time when riches 
were adored, and ambition and pleasure had possessed 
the heart of all mankind ; a religion that would change the 
face of things, and the hearts of men, and break vile habits 
info gentleness and counsel ; that such a religion, in such a 
time, by the sermons and conduct of fishermen, men of 
mean breeding and illiberal arts, should so speedily triumph 
over the philosophy of the world, and the arguments of 
the subtle, and the sermons of the eloquent, the power 
of princes and the interests of stales, the inclinations of 
nature and the blindness of zeal, the force of custom and 
the solicitation of passions, the pleasures of sin and the 
busy arts of the devil ; that is, against wit and power, 
superstition and wilfulness, fame and money, nature and 
empire, which are all the causes in this world that can make 
a thing impossible ; this, this is to be ascribed to (he power 
of God, and is the great demonstration of the resurrection 
of Jesus. Every thing was an argument for it, and 
improved it; no objection could hinder it, no enemies 
destroy it; whatsoever was for them, it made the religion 
to increase ; whatsoever was against, them, made it to 
increase ; sun-shine and storms, fair weather or foul, it was 
all one as to the event of things : for they were instruments 
in the hands of God, who could make what himself should 
choose to be the product of any cause ; so that if the 
Christians had peace, they went abroad and brought in 
converts ; if they had no peace, but persecution, the con- 
verts came in to (hem. In prosperity they allured and 
enticed the world by the beauty of holiness ; in affliction 
and trouble they amazed all men with the splendour of 
their innocence, and the glories of their patience; and 
quickly it was that the world became disciple to the glo- 
rious Nasarene, and men could no longer doubt of the 
resurreclion of Jesus, when it became so demonstrated by 
the certainly of them that saw it, and the courage of them 
that died for it, and the multitude of them that believed it ; 
who by their sermons and their actions, by their publick 
offices and discourses, by festivals and eucharists, by argu- 
ments of experience and sense, by reason and religion, by 
persuading rational men, and establishing believing Chris- 
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tians, by their living in (he obedience of Jesus, and dying 
for the testimony of Jesus, have greatly advanced his 
kingdom, and his power, and his glory, into which he 
entered after his resurrection from the dead. For he is 
the first fruits ; and if we hope to rise through him, we. 
must confess that himself is first risen from the dead." 



Kennebeck River, 
Sir, 

The enclosed contains the dates when the Kennebeck 
River was closed by ice, during the last thirty years, with 
a few deficiencies. I send this document as being valuable 
to those who are interested in our climate. It will be seen 
that on the average, the river is shut by ice about four 
months in the year. These dates lead to the presumption, 
that the ice makes its appearance a few days later in the 
winter, although it continues as late in the spring as formerly. 
It is rash, however, to judge of any alteration of climate, 
except in considering the dates of a very long series. The 
melioration which has taken place in some countries of 
Europe in the course of two thousand years, may perhaps 
also happen here from the same causes, a destruction of 
the forests and a more extensive cultivation. These notes 
were made at Gardiner ; the river remains closed two or 
three days longer above that place, and is open towards the 
mouth some days sooner. 
To the Editor. 

Opening. Closing. Opening. Closing. 

1785 April 24 1801 Mar. 29 Dec. 10 

86 Mar. 21 Nov. 18 2 April 9 do 16 

87 April 7 3 Mar. 22 Nov. 16 

88 4 April 12 do. 19 

89 April 4 Jan. 5, 1790. S do. 2 

90 do. 18 Nov. 26 6 Mar. 15 

91 do. 3 Dec. 16 7 Dec. 18 

92 Mar. 29 Nov. 4 8 Mar. 29 do. 6 

93 April 1 9 April 17 Nov. 13 

94 ' do. 6 10 do. 9 Dec. 9 

95 II Mar. 24 do. 14 

96 Nov. 28 12 April 18 do. 10 

97 do. 4 do. 22 13 do. 13 

98 do. 12 do. 23 14 April 6 do. 4 

99 do. 13 do. 24 15 do. 18 do. 2 
1800 do. 10 do. 28 16 do. 20 

(We should be much obliged to any gentleman, who would send us a, 
similar account of the ice in the Merrimack, Connecticut, Hudson, or 
JJelawarc, they will form interesting memoranda.) 



